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Dear Friends,  
 
As I write this there is renewed speculation over whether or not spectators will be allowed to attend the To-
kyo Olympics, (which of course were postponed from last year due to the Coronavirus pandemic.) A number 
of New Testament letters refer to Olympic sport including Hebrews: ‘Therefore, since we are surrounded by 
such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, 
and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and per-
fecter of our faith’ (Hebrews 12:1-2). 
 
The Christian life is compared to a long-distance race, but despite the struggles and obstacles, there is a 
great crowd of witnesses cheering us on. We have a heavenly Father who loves us and a Saviour who has run 
the race before us. If we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, He will enable us to finish the race. 
 
During the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, the British athlete Derek Redmond was running in the semi-finals of 
the 400 metres. About 250 metres from the finish his hamstring tore. He fell to the ground in pain and 
stretcher bearers came over to him. However, Redmond was determined to finish the race and so he started 
hopping toward the finishing line. Suddenly Jim Redmond, Derek’s father, ran out of the stands towards him. 
“You don’t have to do this,” he told his son. “Yes, I do,” said Derek, to which his father said, “We’re going to 
finish this together.” They completed the lap with Derek leaning on his father’s shoulder. As they crossed the 
finish line, the spectators rose to give Derek a standing ovation. Although he didn’t win an Olympic medal, 
Derek Redmond finished the race with his father at his side. Let’s not forget the encouragement we have to 
finish the race!  And in the meantime, as we continue to run in uncertain times, let us support one another 
generously and wholeheartedly through the weeks and months ahead. 
Revd Sue 

St Paul’s Honiton 

On Sunday 27 June,  we were delighted that John Rawlings was able to preside at the Eucharist  on the occa-
sion of the 50th Anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood.  Many congratulations, John! 
Although Covid-19 restrictions were still in place for the first half of the month, it was also a delight to hear 
banns of marriage being read at the start of our services again.  We pray for those couples preparing for the 
‘big day’, amongst them those who have had to postpone their wedding at least once over the past year!  Bit 
by bit, things are opening up again. 
Our take away coffee mornings on Tuesdays have been a great success.  Weather permitting, 20 July will see 
the start of the café on the forecourt—Café@St Paul’s.  (Take aways will continue!) 
Work is now under way to get facilities into St Paul’s so that all our services—Sunday services, weddings, fu-
nerals, baptisms, Christingle, Midnight Mass …..—can be live streamed, enabling anybody to access them 
from wherever they are—a huge mission opportunity!  The timing of this work is dependent upon a Faculty 
being granted! 
Tenders are also out for the work to turn  the driveway to the Mackarness Hall into a pleasant garden space. 
Never a dull moment!  We look forward to joining with the rest of the Mission Community at the Honiton 
Show early next month. 



St Michael,  Awliscombe 

As an experiment we left the grass in the churchyard uncut for a 
month from mid-May.  The Diocese and the wider Church, in line 
with developing ideas on environment management, encourages 
PCCs to allow churchyard grass to grow longer in early Summer, to 
allow the grassland plants to flower and encourage pollinating in-
sects. Churchyards are unusual in that they have typically been 
managed simply by more or less frequent cutting or, at one time, 
grazing, for many hundreds of years. They are an important natu-
ral resource and it is estimated that the 10,000 or so churchyards 
in the UK add up to the area of a small national park. It was inter-
esting to see the wide variety of grasses and other plants that grew when allowed to do so, and we will think 
more about how we might manage the churchyard to maximise environmental benefits - and possibly reduce 
mowing costs - while ensuring safe and easy access for grave visitors. If you have views on this and/or would 
like to get involved please speak to me or any member of the PCC.  
 
The (very) gradual return to normal life was evidenced in June by a wedding - still subject to restrictions of 
course, but a small sign of things to come. We would love to see more as restrictions are lifted.   
 
The other big June event of the St Michael’s year, the fete, has been postponed until Saturday 4th September: 
please make sure the date is in your diary. It may be a little less magnificent than usual, but the Otter Inn gar-
den is booked and the ducks are in training for their race down the river. 
 
We have a PCC meeting on Wednesday 21 July - with a following wind we hope to meet in person rather than 
on Zoom - so if there is anything which you feel should be brought up in discussion, please speak to me, or to 
Sharon (PCC secretary) in good time so that it can be added to the agenda. 
 
In the mean time, do look out for the article in July’s Awliscombe & Weston Times on St Michael’s, past present 
and future: any feedback on the issues raised would be very welcome.  
Nick Thwaites 

St Giles, Buckerell 
Maybe it was fortunate that the Buckerell Fete was postponed until September 
4 ….What unsettling times we are living through . However , everyone is hoping 
that for the end of summer Buckerell’s Festival Week  will be able to go ahead, 
as much planning and organising is going on for events (including the Fete ) 
which should be of interest to a range of  people, as they will be a mixture of 
community and church-based activities.  It will be wonderful if that week can 
begin with celebrating  a  wedding scheduled for  the church , the first for a very long time ! 
It is incredible to think that in a matter of weeks the schoolchildren will be starting their summer holidays, and 
university students who have been away from home  may be back in the village . What a  long period of up-
heaval for them all, from everything closed so abruptly sixteen months ago to some semblance of routine and 
normality now . We wish them all an enjoyable time ,even if family holidays may not be possible or as usual, 
and we hope that all their teachers get  a well -deserved break too. 
Church services for July are not yet confirmed, but the  monthly pattern has recently become one Eucharist 
service with a priest and one lay -led service .The PCC meeting in the church in July will be held with members 
present but the Visitation of the Archdeacon will be on Zoom. We look forward to seeing you at a service. The 
church will continue to be open on Wednesday afternoons until further notice,  thanks to the kind help of vol-
unteers  . 
Stay safe this summer 
Penny Mear 



St Nicholas, Combe Raleigh 

Although the saying ‘time flies’ trips so easily off the tongue it is 
a sobering fact that Midsummer’s Day is now behind us and in a 
few weeks’ time we will become aware of the shortening days. 
But before that let’s hope there is a return of summer weather 
with the sun shining from cloudless blue skies!  
It was a disappointment last week to learn that Covid re-
strictions will remain in force for another four weeks but if 
these past fifteen months have taught us anything they have 
encouraged us to be patient. Mass vaccination has certainly 
slowed the spread of the disease and if we have to wait a little 
longer before we can mix and socialise again in larger groups, then so be it. 
Our APCM held a couple of weeks ago produced no surprises but we welcomed two additional members to 
the PCC, Val Moran (as secretary) and Colin Hattle-Spence 
 

We hope it has not escaped your notice that in Combe Raleigh we have an Open Gardens weekend on 17th & 
18th July, 1.00-6.00pm each day. Please try to visit us if you can. There will be ample social distancing. The 
ten gardens we anticipate being open vary enormously from small, through medium, to others that cover 
several acres. There is something for everyone – trees, flowers and shrubs to admire, a lake to sit by, a hill 
and woodland walk for the more agile, and panoramic views to enjoy.   
Teas will be served in the walled garden at Combe Hill. The price of entry, £5 per adult, (with children ad-
mitted free) gives admission for both days. Registration will be at the church lych gate (EX14 4TQ) where you 
can get your ticket and collect a map.  Dogs are welcome but please keep them on a lead at all times. Pro-
ceeds are in aid of essential church repair work. 
Do come to the village on the following weekend too when the University of Exeter Chapel Choir will be sing-

ing ‘Music for a Summer Night’ in the grounds of Coryhill. For details please phone 01404 46452 

Rosemary Mapleston 

 

St Michael, Cotleigh  

THE BUTTERFLY 
A man came across a butterfly struggling to free itself from inside its 
chrysalis.  After watching for several hours and looking as if the butter-
fly wasn’t making any progress, he thought the kindness thing to do 
was snip off the remaining bit of chrysalis.  The butterfly emerged alt-
hough it had a swollen body and shrivelled wings and was unable to 
fly.   The man had not understood that the struggle needed by the 
butterfly to get itself out was nature’s way of forcing fluid from the 
body of the butterfly to its wings. 
THE MORAL OF THE STORY 
Our struggles in life develop our strengths.  Without struggles, we 
never grow and never get stronger.  It is important to tackle challeng-
es ourselves and sometimes be left to do so without relying on help 
from others. 
 
Cotleigh 200 Club JULY draw 
No 40   Matt Broom    £15 
No 81    Mrs Long        £10 
 
A very well attended Communion Service was held at Cotleigh Church 
on Sunday 6th June when we welcomed three new members from the 
village.  The service was conducted by the Rev John Rawlings.  

Every morning in Africa, a gazelle 
wakes up. 
It knows it must run faster than the 
fastest lion 
or it will be killed ........ 
every morning a lion wakes up. 
It knows it must outrun the slowest 
gazelle 
or it will starve to death. 
It doesn’t matter whether you are a 
lion or a gazelle 
...... when the sun comes up, you’d 
better be running.  



July Crossword  July  Sudoku 

 July Wordsearch 

ACROSS  
1  Sent out three times on a reconnaissance mis-
sion from Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:8–12) (4) 
3  ‘The vilest — who truly believes, that moment 
from Jesus a pardon receives’ (8) 
9  Described by the 19th-century MP Sir Wilfred 
Lawson as ‘the Devil in solution’ (7) 
10 ‘Whoever — his life for my sake will find 
it’ (Matthew 10:39) (5) 
11 King of Gezer (Joshua 10:33) (5) 
12 Gideon’s home town (Judges 6:11) (6)  
14 The area under the jurisdiction of a primate, for 
example, Canterbury, York (13) 
17 To him God promised that David would be king 
(1 Chronicles 11:3) (6) 
19 A descendant of Aaron who was not allowed to 
offer food to God (Leviticus 21:20) (5) 
22 ‘If any of you — wisdom, he should ask 
God’ (James 1:5) (5) 
23 I gain me (anag.) (7) 
24 Relating to the armed forces (1 Chronicles 5:18) 
(8) 
25 Title given to 2 Down (abbrev.) (4) 
DOWN 
1  Greek coins (Acts 19:19) (8) 
2  Church of England incumbent (5) 
4  What Epaphroditus was to Paul (Philippians 
2:25) (6-7) 
5  Mother of David’s sixth son (2 Samuel 3:5) (5) 
6  ‘We are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not in — ’ (2 Corinthians 
4:8) (7) 
7  It destroys treasures on earth (Matthew 6:19) (4) 

8  It threatened Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 21:35) (3,3) 
13 Well-known Reference Bible that espoused dispen-
sationalism (8) 
15 Where the choir sits in a parish church (7) 
16 Real do (anag.) (6) 
18 ‘Martha, Martha... you are worried and — about 
many things’ (Luke 10:41) (5) 
20 ‘One man considers one day more sacred than an-
other; another man considers every day — ’ (Romans 
14:5) (5)  
21 A place with twelve springs and 70 palm trees 
where the Israelites camped (Exodus 15:27) (4) 

The Church keeps the feast of St Thomas the Apostle on 
3 July each  year.  You can read the account of Thomas’s 
doubt and faith in John 20:24-29. Below are some of the 
words that are used in the telling of that account.  All of 
them are hidden in the grid above. 
Thomas, Saint, Doubt, Faith, Feast, Honest, Confused, 
Father, Afraid, Where, Resurrection, Baffled, Demanded, 
Risen, See, Support, Touch, Wounds, Hands, Feet, Re-
sponse, Worship, Lord, My, God 



St Michael’s Gittisham 
On the 30th May we were eventually able to hold our outdoor lay-led Café Church on the green with refresh-
ments, croissants by Pierre Graeber and rock cakes from Angie and hot drinks before the service with 20 partic-
ipants for the café part and  also 3 bell ringers beforehand.  Sarah Agg-Manning led us in the hymns and it was 
lovely to be able to sing. Unfortunately the June café church had to be cancelled and we had a telephone ser-
vice instead. Rev’d Sue led our June Eucharist and will be leading our July one too on the 2nd Sunday at 11am.  
As numbers in church are still restricted if anyone wishes to attend please let Carol know 01404 851113. 
Our ‘No Mow May’ has gone beautifully and is still going on in parts of the churchyard, a collage of some of our 
churchyard flowers is below, as you can see, an amazing selection of wild flowers. The pictures were taken by 
Steve Minshall and made into the collage. We have mown paths around the wild areas and plan to keep them 
as long as possible. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The village’s first get-together scheduled for the  26th June has had to be postponed  and will now be on Satur-
day 7th August following the annual Flower and Produce Show we are asked to bring our own food and drinks, 
the bar-b-q will be lit, there will be some form of music , but it will be lovely to have a proper social time with-
out restricted numbers – hopefully. 
 
Sunday telephone services 
These  telephone services are open to anyone who cannot get to church or is still wary of the virus situation.  
All you have to do is ring the free number 08006510080 and when asked to put the code in you put 3299789 
and the voice asks you to press the £ key but it is actually the # key then you have to say your name and press 
the # key again, if you put the phone on speaker mode you don’t have to hold it to your ear. If you have  any 
questions do please either ask me Carol 851113 or mobile 07946409142 or Julia 850686 0r mobile 
07763111367. You are most welcome to join us and there is no restriction on numbers. 
Carol McCann 

Apple Crusher and Press needed for Buckerell’s Apply Day Celebration 
We would love to be able to revive our fab Apply Cay Celebrtions in October, but are struggling to find/acquire 
equipment for the event.  Are there any villagers out there who can help us please?  We are looking to hire a 
decent sized apple crusher and a 20L plus apple press.  If none are available for hire, would any village(s) like to 
combine resources to buy the equipment needed?  We could then share and run Apple days in the autumn - 
maybe even hire out to other villages too?  The approximate cost to buy is £550 - £700 for both pieces of kit.  If 
you can, or know of anyone who can help us, please contact Soo Sims (Buckerell Community Association Chair-
man) on 07594 606 409 or email soojen29@outlook.com 

mailto:soojen29@outlook.com






Worship at Home  
This Order of Service follows, as closely as possible, the worship that we are offering on the internet, using 

‘Zoom’, and on the telephone, using a conferencing facility.  If you would like to know more about joining in 

with either, please contact either Revd Sue  (01404 42925/sue41260@gmail.com)or Julia Barrett 

(gshaminister@gmail.com) 

 

Preparation 

+ In the name of the Father                                                                                                                                      
and of the Son,                                                                                                                                 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen                                                                                                        
 
You might like to sing a hymn 
 
Almighty God,                                                                                                                                          
to whom all hearts are open,                                                                                          
all desires known,                                                                                                                            
and from whom no secrets are hidden:                                                                             
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts                                                                                           
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,                                                                                    
that we may perfectly love you,                                                                                               
and worthily magnify your holy name;                                                                              
through Christ our Lord. Amen    
 

Prayers of Penitence 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us from our sins, to be our advocate in 
heaven, and to bring us to eternal life.  Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep 
God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all. 
 
Most merciful God, I confess to  you, and before the whole company of heaven, that I have sinned in 
thought, word and deed and what I have failed to do.  Forgive me my sins, heal me by your Spirit and raise 
me to new life in Christ.  Amen. 
 
Gloria in Excelsis         

Glory to God in the highest,                                                                                                            
and peace to his people on earth.                                                                                            
Lord God, heavenly King,                                                                                                   
almighty God and Father,                                                                                                                       
we worship you, we give you thanks,                                                                                         
we praise you for your glory.                                                                                                
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,                                                                                
Lord God, Lamb of God,                                                                                                           
you take away the sin of the world;                                                                                        
have mercy on us;                                                                                                                     
you are seated at the right hand of the Father;                                                                  
receive our prayer.         
For you alone are the Holy one,                                                                                                     
you alone are the Lord,                                                                                                                              
you alone are the Most High,                                                                                                      
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,                                                                                                          
in the glory of God the Father. Amen 



The Collect for the Day 
Sunday 11 July: Trinity 6 (Sea Sunday)   Sunday 18 July: Trinity 7 
Merciful God,       Lord of all power and might, 
You have prepared for those who love  you   the author and giver of all good things: 
Such good things as pass our understanding:  graft in our hearts the love of  your name, 
Pour into our hearts such love toward you   increase in us true religion, 
That we, loving you in all things and above all things, nourish us with all goodness, 
May obtain your promises,     and of your great mercy keep us in the same; 
Which exceed all that we can desire;    through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,   who is alive and reigns with you, 
Who is alive and reigns with you,    in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
In the unity of the Holy spirit,     one God, now and for ever. 
One God, now and for ever.      
 
Sunday 25 July St James the Apostle   Sunday 1 August: Trinity 9 
Merciful God,       Almighty God, 
Whose holy apostle Saint James    who sent your Holy Spirit 
Leaving his father and all that he had,   to be the light and life of your Church: 
Was obedient to the calling of your Son Jesus Christ open our hearts to the riches of your grace, 
And followed him even to death:    that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 
Help us, forsaking the false attractions of the world, in love and joy and peace; 
To be ready at all times to answer your call   through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
   without delay;      who is alive and reigns with  you, 
Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,   in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
Who is alive and reigns with you,    one God, now and for ever. 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God, now and for ever.  
 
Readings: 
Sunday 11 July:2 Sam 6:1-5, 12b-19; Mark 6:14-29  Sunday 18 July: 2 Sam 7:1-14a; Mk 6:30-34, 52-

        end 
Sunday 25 July: Acts 11:27-12:2; Matthew 20:20-28  Sunday 1 August: 2 Sam 11:26-12:13a;  
         John 6:24-35 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
 



the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession   ending with the Lord’s Prayer. 

You might like to sing another hymn here. 
Blessed are you, 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for you have blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing. 
You chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world 
and destined us for adoption as your children. 
In Christ we have the forgiveness of sins, 
and inheritance in your kingdom, the seal of your Spirit, 
and in him we live for the praise of your glory 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Grace 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore.  Amen. 

Ringing Matters 

Covid has a lot to answer for. You may remember that I started last month’s Ringing Matters in exactly the 
same way. Only now, as we get back to at least planning our schedule of ringing, do we get a true indication 
of just how much it has affected things. One ringer, approached by a smooth tongued tower captain, was ca-
joled into helping out by ringing for a recent wedding. Not having rung since last Christmas and then only for 
fifteen minutes, the lack of practice soon became very evident, it was like being a beginner all over again. At 
least he was still ringing. The Guild of Devonshire Ringers has conducted some research to determine how 
many will be coming back to ringing and how confident they are of their abilities. Sadly a significant number 
have dropped by the wayside, either through age, infirmity or the adoption of new interests during lock 
down. Until these lapsed ringers can be replaced you may find that your church bells will sound rather differ-
ent from the usual cheerful sound. 
I have frequently called for new potential ringers to come forward, with mixed results. Right now the need 
for new blood is greater than it has been for some time. Please give it some consideration and do not think 
that age is any sort of barrier; in recent years we have had people as young as ten and as old as seventy learn 
to ring. You could be the next and would be very welcome. Come and join us; you’ll find it a compelling and 
satisfying hobby as well as providing a welcome service to the church. 
Trevor Hitchcock 

Answers to Puzzles 


